ANDON RYOKAN
For travellers seeking authentic Japanese
lodging, staying at a traditional inn or
ryokanis the best option. The Andon, or
“lantern”, is popular with visitors on limit-
ed budgets and those not inferested in
the usual impersonal hotel experience.
Situated in downtown Tokyo, close to
Ueno Park and the capital’s oldest fem-
ple Senso-ji in Asakusa, the Andon is the
“real thing”. Japanese knick-knacks are
dotted throughout this charming farmily-
run joint, and the friendly English-speak-
ing proprietors clearly relish their role as
intermediary between East and West.
Since this is a ryokan, patrons sleep
on Japanese fufons on the floor, which
are made up nightly and then neatly
folded away each morning. The luxury
crowd should be warned, however:
bathrooms on each floor are shared,
and the proverbial cat swinging may
result in a sore head

Andon Ryokan, 2-34-10 Nihonzutsumi,
Taito-ku, fel: (81 3) 3873 8611, website:
www.andon.co.jp []

Dragonair flies seven times a week to Tokyo.



